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 “You don’t miss your water until your well has gone dry”    
Nehemiah 8:10 “Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the 

sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy 

unto the Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

 

When you exercise the strength of the Lord, you become a significant threat to the 

devil and his kingdom. This is why he does everything he can to subdue your joy and to 

steal your strength. The enemy can only steal your strength if it is not properly secured 

by you. How do you secure your strength, you might ask? The answer is, you secure it 

with joy. 

Let me illustrate, years ago I lived and worked in cities where car thefts were 

extremely high. During that time I owned two cars. The first was a 1965 mid-night blue 

colored Chevelle Malibu Classic Chevrolet with a 327 cubic inch engine, wide lowprofile 

tires, magnesium wheels, Muncie four-speed, and a possi-traction rear-end (which 

meant that both of the rear wheels “burned-rubber”, when you punched the accelerator). 

It was my first hot-rod and truly a beautiful car. My wife and I would enjoy hours of just 

cruising on the streets of Oakland, Berkeley, and San Francisco; it was a fun time, the 

hey-day of street “hot-rods”. The Chevelle Malibu was the only car we owned at that 

time, so it had to also double as my work car to transport me to San Francisco, where I 

was employed by IBM. One day, after a long day at the office, I returned to the parking 

lot to retrieve my car and did not find it parked in the slot in which I thought I had 

parked. I could not believe that the car was really missing, so my mind began to play 

tricks on me: I began to look in other spaces in close proximity, where I believed I had 

parked my car, to no avail. Reality fell on me “like a ton of bricks” and I realized -- the 

car was gone; it had been stolen! I could not ask anyone for a lead on what might have 

happened to my car, because it was parked in an unattended parking lot. When something 

dear to you is stolen, regardless of what it is, there is a void left that is hard to understand, 

unless you have gone through the experience. The police later found my car stripped 

down to a shell and abandoned in South San Francisco. 

An unfortunate trait of humankind often seems to be that things of value in our 

lives are not fully appreciated, until they are lost; we assume that they will always be at 

our disposal. I believe the old adage, which I am sure you all have heard, is very 

appropriate: “You don’t miss your water until your well has gone dry”. So what 

should we do? We need to secure the things that are of value to us. The experience with 

my first car taught me a lesson: so I equipped my second car a 1970 440 Six-Pak Cuda, 

another even more impressive “hot-rod”, with locks on all the wheels, on the four-speed 

transmission and on the hood. Additionally, I had two separate alarm systems and 

warning-emblems strategically placed in the windows to deter potential car thieves. Even 

with the warning emblems in the windows of the car, the thieves would still test to see if 

my car was really protected because many times during the night their tampering would 

activate my alarm. There are some spiritual lessons that can be drawn from the previous 

discussion and I would like to analyze them in light of our opening text. 

Our opening passage said: Neh. 8:10 “… the joy of the Lord is your strength”. 
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The biblical definition of joy transcends carnal happiness or pleasure; it is the 
embodiment of those things along with a confident peace, trust, jubilation, and 

contentment that rests upon the Word of God, even during times of adversity. “The 

joy of the Lord” is the lock that secures your strength in the Lord. If you become lack in 

maintaining “the joy of the Lord”, you expose your strength and cause it to become 

vulnerable. As long as the lock is in place, the thief cannot steal your goods. If you begin 

to observe when you are defeated as a Believer, you will notice it never occurs when you 

are filled with “the joy of the Lord”. The King James Version uses the expression: 

Neh. 8:10 “… Neither be ye sorry” 

 

When you refuse to exercise “the joy of the Lord”, the Lord calls you sorry! I’m 

sure you don’t want the Lord calling you sorry! Actually the Amplified version of the 

bible gives a more accurate rendering of the word sorry in modern vernacular, describing 

it as meaning grieved and depressed. So what is the implication? When you begin to fail 

in your maintenance of “the joy of the Lord”, when you begin to “… give place to the 

devil” Eph. 4:27, you become grieved and depressed. Becoming grieved and depressed 

is the opposite to exercising “the joy of the Lord”. It is impossible to become grieved and 

depressed, if you are staying in the presence of the Lord, for the scripture says: 

Psalms 16:11 “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fullness of joy; 

at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 

Notice, that according to this scripture there is a “fullness of joy” available to each of 

you, if you can only learn to abide in his presence. This verse was uttered in response to 

the awful ordeal that Jesus would encounter after dying on Calvary’s cross; listen to his 

words: 

Psalms 16:10 “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thine 

Holy One to see corruption. 

The Amplified version makes the earlier part of that verse more clear, saying: 

Psalms 16:10 “For you will not abandon me to Sheol (the place of the dead)… ” 

(Amplified version) 

Jesus in his anguish on the cross, contemplating separation from his Father God in that 

awful place called hell, exclaimed these words before he dropped his head in the locks of 

his shoulders and died: 

Matthew 27:46 “… My God, My God why hast thou forsaken me?” 

Even Jesus in his earth walk as both the Son of Man (humanity) and the Son of God 

(deity), although he had emptied himself of his heavenly prerogative, he identified with 

the frailties that sometimes grips us as humankind. This is why the Word of God says: 
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Hebrews 4:15 “For we have not a High Priest Who is unable to understand and 

sympathize and have a shared feeling with our weaknesses and infirmities and liability 

to the assaults of temptation, but One Who has been tempted in every respect as we are, 

yet without sinning.” (Amplified version) 

Although Jesus identified with and experienced the potential for grief and 

depression, the Bible says he did not sin (miss the mark). David in the Psalms expressed 

the reason by uttering prophetically the words Jesus would speak in hell, after his death 

on Calvary’s cross: 

Psalms 16:11 “Thou wilt shew me the path of life… ” 

Tragedy and anguish do not displace the Joy of the Lord, it will be there during our 

greatest challenge – but you will need to stir it up with a “sacrifice of praise”: 

Hebrews 13:15 “By him (Jesus Christ) therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to 

God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his 

name.” 

After Jesus began to recite Psalms 16:10-11, the Holy Spirit came on the scene and 

according to the book of Romans the Holy Spirit: “… raised up Christ from the dead...” 

Romans 8:11. Then the Apostle Paul extended the verse to also include each of us who 

need resurrection in our lives from the ravages of oppression and incipient death: “the 

Spirit… shall also quicken (restore) your mortal (perishable) body.” But observe that 

the restoration is initiated by a “sacrifice of praise”, “the fruit of our lips giving thanks to 

his name.” The Bible says: St. John 10:10 “The thief cometh not but to steal, and to 

kill, and to destroy… ” 

The prime purpose of the thief, who is the devil, is to steal and to destroy whatever we 

have not secured. The Apostle Peter confirms the words of Paul saying: 

I Peter 5:8 “Be well balanced (temperate, sober of mind), be vigilant and cautious at 

all times; for the enemy of yours, the devil, roams around like a lion roaring [in fierce 

hunger], seeking someone to seize upon and devour.” (Amplified version) 

 

I Peter 5:9 “Withstand him; be firm in faith [against his onset - rooted, established, 

strong, immovable, and determined], knowing that the same (identical) sufferings are 

appointed to your brotherhood (the whole body of Christians) throughout the world.” 

(Amplified version) 

 

 

The thief only respects strength and the way you retain your strength is through an 

exhibition of the joy resident within you. The thief watches your behavior to see if your 

locks are intact; he examines the status of your joy. He circles you like a lion on the 

prowl, to see if he can detect any weakness in your joy, which is your strength. Some 

people might say that joy does not exhibit any outward sign, that there need not be any     

physical manifestation – but I would like to take issue with that statement. After Moses 

had come down from mount Sinai with the Ten Commandments in his hand, having been 

in the presence of the Lord for 40 days, the bible said his face shone with the Shekinah  

glory of God -- and he didn’t even know it: 
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Exodus 34:29 “When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tables of the 

Testimony in his hand, he did not know that the skin of his face shone and sent forth 

beams by reason of his speaking with the Lord.” (Amplified version) 

 

Exodus 34:30 “When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, behold, the skin of his 

face shone, and they feared to come near him.” (Amplified version) 

I want you to notice that by virtue of Moses being in the presence of the Lord his face 

shone. There was an outward tangible manifestation of the presence of the Lord 

emanating from him; “the fullness of joy” that comes from being in the presence of the 

Lord could be seen upon Moses by others around him although he was not aware. An 

earlier verse said: 

Exodus 34:28 “… the skin of his face shone and sent forth beams by reason of 

speaking with the Lord.” (Amplified version) 

Just as there was an outward manifestation of “the fullness of joy” in the life of Moses 

from being in the presence of the Lord, there should be an outward manifestation of that 

same joy in our lives. It might be a supernatural poise, smile, calm, or confidence – and 

yes there will be “tears of joy”, a shout or a dance, even during the times of adversity.    

This is because the enlightened believer knows that “the joy of the Lord is their strength”. 

The Apostle Peter said despite the trials that are permitted to develop your faith that you 

should: 

I Peter 1:8 “… rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory:” 

I Peter 1:9 “Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.” 

Rejoicing with joy unspeakable, (inexpressible) and full of glory, is the catalyst that 

activates our strength of faith, to receive from the right hand of God the petitions desired 

(the end of our faith). If we do not exercise joy, the enemy will steal our strength. A 

scripture that should clearly encourage each of us to cultivate “the joy of the Lord” in our 

lives is the following: 

Psalms 37:4 “Delight yourself also in the Lord, and he will give you the desires and 

secret petitions of your heart.” (Amplified version) 

 The word delight used in the verse means, “to give joy”. We can therefore render the 

verse this way: 

“Give joy to yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires and secret petitions of 

your heart.” Therefore, obtaining the desires and secret petitions of your heart is related 

directly to the amount of joy that you each give to yourselves. It is a personal 

responsibility to which you each must be responsible, if you desire the “pleasures for ever 

more” found in the hand of Jesus the High Priest of your profession (Hebrews 3:1). 

Secure your strength in the Lord by ensuring that “the joy of the Lord” is intact in your 

life. Amen! 

                                                                                                                  

Pastor Willie G. Nutt 


